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Beyo

have a 1967 Mini Cooper 5,
red with a white roof. 1 have a
2002 MINI L_OOPEr 3, ried with
a white roof. Every once in a while,
someone will ask me, "How are the
two cars different™ or “Are the two
cars the same ™

My answers to these questions
Vary. "'.1. FAVOTIIE Answiir, |_.-w.|_'!||| I.nr
anyone borm before 1960, poes some-
thing like this: “Remember the tele-
vision vou used o warch in 19677
Mow think of the television you are
watching now. How would yvou de-
scribe the differences™

The point of answering this
CJLEEST IO with another CUEsEIon is
o sugpest that ANy companson of a
1Y car with a 21st century car is
not meaningful, reeardless of whether

wie are discussing Minis, Mustangs or
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TAG Heuer's Silverstone Limited Edition successfully
updates the style and technology of the 1974 original

TR R il e | e e g T =g e

Maseratis. Auvtomotive rechnolopy
]‘Iu‘l"'\- l,,I'I.II'I:_'l_'l_] 1 'H.III_IJ| rllll_:_]:lllll_":'||,||
ways over the last four decades, thar
-\.!l."‘"\.'l'll:"'ll'll_' rln- -.|i|!-.'| CNCes E'I.'I'.'I.'l\.'-q. i
a car from the 19605 and a modern
car 15 usually not informative. Even
where the body |*-.||':|.'|*- Creare @ s
lar look, everything under the skin
has changed over the past four de-
engines, elecrronics, brakes,
suspension and safety cquipment.

Indeed, my 197 Mini and my 2002

- b

I..I'\.II\."\-

MINI have very little in common,
except that they are both red cars
with white roofs.

Those who collect vintage
watches sometimes face the same
SOrts o (QUESTIOIS, l'l:.;l.lll.\_l"h_'\- TFOIm
different eras might carry the same
name—Hewer Monaco, Fenith El

Primero, Omega Z“\pu._'a,._]|||.|-lq_-1 or

nd

LATTERY

Lt

and have the

leading people o ask,

Rolex Submariner
same look,
“Whar's the .i.i.:||'r|_':ll.\_. |':_I'.l.-;|_':| I|||,'
o watchesT [o those who are not
collectors, the 20010 Monaco looks
{onaco, and
the same for certain versions of the

Fl |-'I'II|.l|.".'| 1, :'"I."'I.'L'..]:Tlll"\-'ll.'l OF O ||'-|||.|

very similar vo the 1970

riner. All of which bringes us o two
chronographs from Heuer—borh
O Trom I'|||,-

vear 1974 and the other from the vear

named “Silverstone™

2010, 'i,l'.-.l: Case of reterence, we will
refer to them as the *vintaee" Silver-
stone and the “Limited Edition”™ Sil-
verstone of Silverstone “LE™.)

Meet the Limited Edition
The Silverstone Limired Edition
1 30th Anniversary ( '|||-.'||.'--_-:|.||"i| Wiks

introduced in Spring 2010 as part of
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Hewer’s year-long celebration of its
.I:|I.~lr|| ."'.III'II'\.I.'I'\-I."\.. ||'|-q. I!.'IIII"‘:”I'»,
having been founded in 1860, The
Silverstone LE is available with a real
blue dial or 3 brown dial, with 1.860
of cach version being produced. The
wartch is an automatic chronoer ||'-|'|
'-'-I=|'| WO regisiers, One [or mnnmng
secomrls | aK ¥ o'clock) and one a 30-
EVRATLLE D ..:IIl\.'II.lu:.I':'.:I :u':-ll..!r: LAl u
ol '-\.I'-:". '-"-||::'I a dare at & o'clock

In the stvle af the vintage Sil-
Versrone, r|.- CROYWN 15 On ||I|_' ..l,,'|.‘.
with the chronograph pushers on
the right. The LE has sapphire cryvs-
wals frone and back: the caseback is
engraved “130th Anniversary 1860-
20107, “Silverstone Limirted Edi

tion”, “Swiss Made” and "Caliber

11, with @ serial number showing

i o 5 %
oL R S NRRNETRLS B || L GHEEERES ||'.|.' | .l“'{ll,,

The watch is water re-

sistant to fitty meters and comes on

o I8 |_|:|-\.'|

i alligator sLrAp, in either blue or
I'rl PN, '|.'|"|1::| | |I'|.|'|-"| HAI L'Iu’:"\r.

The “Silverstone”™ was one of
sevieral 1970'% Heuwer chronographs
to take its name from a rmcetrack, in
this instance the track thar has been
homee o the Brivish Grand Prix since

1945, The case has a unigue shape,

""-\.IEI.IIH.' '|'¢||I'I '!I'I:III-\.IH.'-\.I [
ners; a deep flange con-
nects the round dial o
the si [UAre Case., The Sil
vierstone screams © 190!
and will be noticed on
vour wrist: it will evoke
questions, so don't wear it
it voun are neot feady to alk
.||'-.'.|‘. 1 l.1'|I|| |'~n||'_ r-r|-_*-|'|._:|~.
and strangers.

According o lean-
Christophe Babin, TAG
Hewer CECY, the idea 1o
re-issue the Silverstone
came from the commumnity
of vintaze Hewer collecrors.
During a 2008 visit to a vin-
taee Hewer discussion forum,
I:'I"II"”'I Sl il ||'||||!|||' I"'.t"‘-"-l.l'f'l | ER|
[wo years later,
the Silverstone LE ook its place

the Silverstones

I I:||-.' ||:|-.'-|||' af Pe-1ssiies, r:';]ll |'x;
tween the always-round Carreras

ind the always-square Monacos.

Imitation—>5incere Flattery.
At the extremes, there are two styles
O Fe-1ssye l.1.'.'.lg.|||,'- r||.|~.,- r'!|.||
closely resemble the original warch

ind those that are merely inspired by
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thiz predecessor. The look-alikes may
ke almost indistinguishable from the
originals
the Mustangs from the ecarly 1970s

visualize the profiles of

and .'_:-._""I'._" Th-._' [t Bt 1 ] thar are “in-
spired by their predecessors may use
ST -‘.'\-.|||1-_' CLbES (Of |'|-.'|||.'||I*~ Imam
the originals, but will have a very dif-
terent look—rthink of the 1967 and
2002 Minis,

[ hie silverstone LE is clearly in
the “look alike™ « AEEFOTY, .|"-.'.||II|_' i
remarkable similarity to the vintage
Silverstone. The distinctive circle in
thi suire of thie vinmee Silversoond
is replicated in the LE, along with
the unigue flanee { inner bezel. The
blue and fume color choices come

from the classic palette; the vintage

“*Heuer” logo on the dial and the let

rering of the “Silverstone”™ and “Au-
Fosirarie L :.!IIl\.".I-\."_'I.I'!'!'I" are I||-|"!|-r|'u'
originals. Whether at a quick glance,
ar even with some fog L%, % iewed from
the front, the two cases and dials ap

pear to be nearly identical.

Tape and 5cale
A praae of -..|||'!"|.'|~-.-.'|'|I|||||- the sirmilar-
As shown in the

table below, the key measurements of

¥
1y o TR P Cases

:h.; 3"'||'.'|,".-I|-|'||,' ],|; are all within e
third of a millimeter of the onginal
I"Il\. l\.'|||'-\.|||||l\.'|'|"\-'.l||| 1|'||| "'\-! 1S 7
clear difference between the vintage
=ilverstone and the Silverstone Lim-
ired Edition is in the weighr, Witly

both chronogeraphs on their original

Comparison of Dimensions

Measurement
Across the Dial

Top 1o Bottom

Thickness (Back of Case to Top of Crystal)

Total Weight (on strap)

138 WA TAMAGATINE SO

Vintage Silverstone

d2.2 mm

I
f|
43.8 mm i ﬂ

) 14,2 mm

14.4 mm i

9B grams

sSITas, the vinraee Silversmone oomes
in at 96 grams, with the Silverstone
LE almosr 30 percent heavier, ar 123
erams. Ln the wrist, the Silverstone
LE feels like a much more substan

I|.|] CLnAE P ece LM bespmire i wihi h

Hewer has made pood progress over

the intervening decades is im the
strap. Whereas the corfam strap on
the vintage Silverstone has the look
af skinny legss SUPPOTTING large dop,
the padded alligator strap on the Sil
VeSO I I' [t I'I'\- rI'II' III'\' [is |I!|' |.|"'\-:'H.

o '[1.||'“5|'|1|:; this Lar L il broor -_-.'.:|~|'|
Chronograph
A key difference between '|'|'. MW

Limived Edition Silverstone and its

¥
Vintaere |'||_'.\,!:,-..\.;_-\,.-\.| it 1% 1M '|'||' L T 1 s

Silverstone LE
41.9 mm

43.9 mm

.

123 grams \‘-ﬁ
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and armangement of the chronograph.
Powered by the same Caliber 1 2 maowve-
ment found in Hever’s Autavias, Car-
reras and Monacos, the vintage Sil-
verstone has a 12-hour chronograph
capacity, with the hour recorder ar
9 o'clock and the minute recorder at
3 o'clock. The Limired Edition has
only a 30 minute chronograph re-
corder, ar 9 o'clock, bur has the ad-
vantage of showing running seconds
at 3 o'clock. So while the basic layout
of the rwo Silverstones remains the
same, the capabilities—as chrono-
graphs—are different.

Case Design
As described above, the vintape
Silverstone and the Silverstone LE
have a very similar appearance, when
iy -\;J ETOim |]'I-I_' front. The front sur-
faces of the two cases (see below)(A)
are almost identical, with both of
them having the same shape and a
polished finish. Interestingly, TAG
Heuer made some changes with the
other two primary surfaces of the case.
Whereas the midsection of the vin-

tage Silverstone (B) is relatively thin
and polished, the midsection of the
Silverstone LE (B) is deeper and has a
brushed, satin finish. Finally, the back
surface of the vintage Silverstone
{1 lI is brushed, whereas this surface
(C) is polished on the Silverstone
LE. Polishing the two top and middle
surfaces of the vintage Silverstone (A
and B) gives it more of a bright, 1970<
look, whereas the brushed midsection
of the Silverstone LE has a quieter,
maore sophisticated look. The case-
back of the vintage Silverstone ()
is much deeper than the case-back on
the Silverstone LE.

Studving the profiles of the two
watches, we see that while the vin-
rage Silverstone and the Silverstone
LE have the same overall thickness
(of approximately 14.3 [ 14.4 milli-
merers), that thickness is distributed
very differently, with the vinrage
model having the far deeper case-
back and thinner midsecrion. The
case-back on the Silverstone LE i3
virtually flar, with the extra depth
being allocared o the midsection.

To my eye, the Limired Edition
Silverstone is a more refined design,
with better proportions berween
the three main elements—ront be-
zel, midsection and case-back. The
thicker midsection on the LE, with
its brushed finish, is especially at-
tractive. The case-back contribures
well to the sivle of the watch. Rather
than simply being a cap that has been
wrﬂr-.ﬂ onto the |".L-..'|\:. O COvEr |.|l.l.'
movermnent, the LE case-hack con-
tinues the effecrive combination of
brushed and polished surfaces, and is
attached o the case by tour screws.

In-Depth Look

Having provided this overview of the
Silverstone LE, let’s examine some key
elements of the watch. Indeed, in the
execution of its derails, the Silverstone
LE poes beyond the onginal version, to
olffer 1 :q.,|:|':.":~ enthusiast some refined fea-
tures and attractive design elements.

The Dial and Hands: Compared
nil:h I_|||.' .\,Il_:l.,'l,i ||_||'|'||_' 0 rI'u; ';'il:'lr:lj_:l.'
Silverstones, which shades towards a
rich amber over the vears, the hands

Whereas the midsection of the
vintage Siverstone on top (B)
is relatively thin and polished,
the midsection of the Siker-
stome LE (B) is deeper and

a brushed, satin finish.
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and hour markers on the Silverstone
LE have a bright white look. The
hands have the same “pencil” shape
as the originals, bur are slightly thin-
ner. All in, the Silverstone LE has
a bright, clean look, with nice con-
trast berween the bright whire hands,
markers and lettering, and the decp
blue af the dial.

The Crown—Winding and Set-
tingz The feel of the crown is excep-
tionally good in winding and setting
the Silverstone LE. If the vintage
Caliber 12 movements can occasion-
ally be stubborn, the Limited Edition
is silky smooth in every function
—winding the watch, setting the
timee and changing the date. This is
similar to the difference berween the
feel of the heavy mechanical clutch
on a 1960s sports car and the feel of

INTERMNATIONAL WATCHPOVEMEER 2010

Beneath the unigue 19705 shape of
the Siverstone’s case and inner flange
rests a traditional round deal,

modern hydraulics on today’s luxury
cars. | he modern version is light and
:-.ml'u:-ll]. :I|!11<r]l|lL'|'!.' q_-r'r'u |r'[|1:.~a~ [y W i|"||_|
the movement or set the watch.

Chronograph Operation: Among
the vintage Heuver enthusiasts, there
has been much discussion of the LE%
chronograph pushers. Comparing
these smaller capped pushers o the
fluted ones wed in 5o many of Hewer's
vintage models, some vintage en-
thusiasts have criticized the pushers
on the Limited Edition as being
too light or small. Having worn the
Silverstone LE for several days and
used the chronograph repearedly,
| am entirely happy with the look and
the feel of the LEs pushers. As with
the crown, the puthers feel erisp and
sure, with a lighter touch than their
vintage predecessors.

The Movement: The Silver-
stone Limited Edition is powered by
an ETA 2892.-7a base movement,
with a Dubois-Depraz 2002 chro-
nograph module. TAG-Heuer has
named this movement the “Calilre
11" as a tribute to the first automartic
chronographs developed by Hewer in
1969, The new Calibre 11 movement
represents a significant upgrade from
the ETA 2894 movements that have
powered many of the TAG Heuer re-
issues. My Silverstone LE was accu-
rate to within 6 to 8 seconds per day,
unsder a variety of conditions, and the
chronograph funcrions were flawless.

The sapphire crystal in the case-
back provides a view of the nicely deco-
rated movement. The rotor iz finished
with cotes de Gendve stripes and has
the red, vintage-style Hewer logo: the

WA WALIWMAGATINE COM 139



=
@
T
(=N

larger bridies are decorared in the per-
lage style, with the oeil-de-perdrix (eye
of the peacock) pattern. This decora-
tion is tstehul and sends the clear mes-
sage that rather than being an ordinary
production model, this Silverstone is
marking a special occasion.

Strap and Buckle: While the
vintage Silverstones were supplied
with either a corfam (synthetic
leather) strap or a stainless steel
braceler, the Limited Edition comes
on a perforated alligator strap, in blue
with the blue dial and brown for the
brown dial. The strap is padded to
just the right thickness to handle the
| 4mm-plus depth of the warch. The
deployant clasp fearures the vintage
Heuer logo and operates exception-
ally well, providing the wearer with
the feeling thae this large warch is
being held securely in place. This
deployant clasp and buckle would
be a welcome addition o any of the
vintage Heuer chronographs.

S50 Which One Would You Keep
(If You Could Only Keep One)?
It's tunny, | have owned my two
Mini Coopers for eight years now,
and no one has ever asked me the
question, “If you could only keep
one car, which one would it be? You
see, these are two very different cars
thar serve two very different roles.
The 2002 MINI Cooper S is the dai-
Iy driver, having racked up 80,000
trouble-free miles, most of them on
the daily commute to the office. The
2002 is also the car for the long road

BAIMI and Mind, I'll keep
bath of them

140 WAAWWIANRAGATIME COM

trip, where reliability and comfort
are at a premium.

But give me a few free hours on
a pretty fall day and a owisty country
road, and the 1967 Mini is the vehi-
cle of choice. Here, the noise of the
enging, the squeak of the suspension,
and the lack of protective metal are
no longer liabilities, they are the vir-
tues thar give this old car its character.

for a week, month or year, without any
concems about reliabilicy.

In this sense, my time with these
two Silverstones has reinforced my
appreciation of the vintage Heu-
ers. Whar machines from the 1970%
still perform their rasks flawlessly!?
Where the 1967 Mini Cooper and
the 1967 relevision may have their
limitations, the vintage Silverstone

What machines from the 1970’

still perform their tasks flawlessly?

Surely, o car enthusiast would opt for
the 2002 version for the run through
the fall foliage. And that's probably
why people never ask the question,
“Which car would you keep!™ It’s
obvious that these are different cars,
serving different purposes, and evok-
ing different feelings m the driver.

Things are different among the
warch collectors, where it is not un-
common for collectors to ask each
other “If you could only keep one,
which one would it be or “Which
are your ‘go to' watches!™ The fact
thar collecrors may include vintage
watches on the same terms as their
modern counterparts is a tribute to
the timeless style and durability of
the vintage watches.

Mo, it% not realistic to suggest
that [ drive the 1967 Mini Cooper
on the cross-country road trip, but
it is certainly realistic to sugpest that
[ wear the 1974 Silverstone every day

continues o perdform flawlessly, hold-
ing its own against today's watches in
every respect, Beyond being a reliable
performer, the vintage Heuer Silver-
stone offers the rich parina thar only
the decades can bestow on a watch.

Tet my time with these oo Sil-
verstones has also shown me how a
modern brand can go bevond build-
ing a “carbon copy™ of one of its clas-
sics, to create a new experience for
devotees. By refining the case desipn
and finish, perfecring the winding,
serting and chronograph operation,
and building a strap and clasp so well
suited for the wartch, TAG Heuer
shows us that, indeed, there have
been significant advances in warch-
making over the past three decades.

Just as the 2002 MINI Cooper 5
provides comfort and reliability well
beyond the capability of any 1967 au-
tomobile, the 2010 Silverstone Limie-
&d Edition combines an iconic desigm
of the 19705 with the carefree experi-
ence of owning a modern wartch.

So which Silverstone will | keep,
it | can only keep one! As with the
Minis, I'll keep one for work and one
for fun, one for the straighr-aways
and one for the twisties, one for the
light and one for the dark.

Yep, I'll keep two for the road
and now two for the wrist. '

Jeff Seein chronicles Heuer chrono-

graphs and dashboard timepieces at
onthedash. com.

HOYEMEER 2010INTERHATIONAL WATCH



