INTERNATIONAL WATCH

1

21st Century
Watchmaking

92

Damon Dash’s
Tiret Tourbillon

e
e —
—_—
———
—_——
——
—————
————
- el
e
e ——
A ——
o
——————
————. "
e ——
e ————

COLLECTING 110: HOW TO BUY THAT WATCH



How to Buy a Watch (Part One)
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n the first installment of this se-

ries—Collecting 101 (February

2003, page 120)—we discussed
'I_i'||._ ]‘['-.'hll._l -._]l.]l._ﬁ]_ll.'lr'l::" rh.u d l:.1'll||:,{_"
tor should consider in designing his
collection—matters such as select-
ing a theme, determining a budget,
deciding when to sell and docu-
menting vour collecrion. In this seg-
ment, we will turn to a more focused
topic: points to consider in purchas-

ing a specific warch. Collectors buy

watches with some frequency, but
we can all learn some valuable les-
sons by working through the pur-
chase process, step by step.

In this article, we refer primarily
to the process of purchasing vintage

chronographs—watches that include
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removing the worn crystal and bezel and
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both time and stopwatch functions.
Purchasing these older, more com-
plicated, warches involves particular
hazards, and so these vintage chro-
nographs serve well to illustrate the
lessons of buving any timepiece.
However, the principles are the
same with less -;:-.1131;‘-11'-:::1[::..,] watches. sequenc
Perhaps the most important step in
buving a wartch is doing the research
that will allow you to determine spe-
citically what vou are seeking. By

About Our
Curriculum

Just as universities aevelop a

e Of coursas within
each field of study, we have
developed a curriculum for

watch collectors. This past

February we presented
“Collecting 101:
A Primer for Watch
Collectors.” In the
next two installments,
we will present two
addmtional
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courses: "Collecting

110 - How to Buy a

Watch” and "Collecting
120 - How to Sell aWatch,”
then we will move up to the
advanced courses (the "200°
seres) and electives (t

series). These more advanced
courses will cover topics such
as maintaining your watches,

recordkeeping and insurance,

photography for watch

collectors and presenting your

collection on the Web,
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researching the details of a particu-
lar make and model, vou will learn
more abour the variations that were
produced, and after a time start to
determine exactly which version
vou are seeking. You mav start off
looking tor one kind of watch, then
a sport watch, then a chronograph,
[]'ll.,"]'l TLATT YWY II q.,ll"'ﬂ-'!'l IO TWO O '.l"l.'l'l.,"L'
brands, then to a specific brand and
product line. Almost in a spiral pat-
tern, you will cast aside models and
examples that don't interest you and
narrow vour focus to the specific
models that do. Seemingly unim-
portant differences may significantly
affect the desirability of a particular
watch, as well as pricing. Thorough
rL'Hi.,'iITLl'l 'ﬁ'ill |||||.'l'|'|.' ¥ To q._lk_'[!_'i._”l d
fake or put-together warch, and also
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lay the sroundwork tor vou to deter-
'||'|i'|'|l,,' recent |‘ri-..'|:-~ [I"l.!r .I'I.E'n.'i,," I"'I,,"'l.'r'l.

paid for the warch.

While there are books on watch-
es in general, specific categories
of warches (sports, chronographs,
military, dive, etc.), specific brands
and even specific models, often the
quickest, easiest and most in-depth
informarion resides on the Interner.
There are entire sites devoted to a
specitic brand or model and others
with collecrions of articles. Seek
them out, read them and seek out
more. Doing the research ro learn
.|It\"l.'l'|E| [l'E'L' '|'|.:|||,_|'|l,,""l VLD T0LAN '|"|J[""l|]'i.'
will enhance the collecting experi-
ence and will surely pay dividends
in the tuture when it comes time o

L r1lil||". I!'Iil:]M.I.' LR l":xi.

Searches for watches can be broken
down into two broad categories—
attempts to find a specitic watch that
VO Want Lo ["'l.l]';._']'l:l"-\-l.," |,r-.'r l,_"'\..lEl'lF"']L'.
a white-dialed Heuer Carrera from
the early 1960s) and instances in
'L".'.rll_l,_'l"l_ Wi dAre }‘r-.ﬂ.‘.'hi[]'i_' TOT Any |i':|||'|'_'
that might be inreresting (for ex-
ample, the results of a Google search
tor “vintage chronographs”). While
these searches might seem dissimi-
lar, the same approaches will often
be used in both scenarios. Here are
ST Of |.|'||._"*-|._' .IF'["FI.'IH!.'I‘EL'H | £ ril".-.ljll'l:_‘
vintage warches:

Search eBay: In 2003, the most
common place to start looking for
almost anvthing that yvou might
want to collect is eBav. Whatever
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vour brand, whatever vour style,
whatever your budget, eBay is a logi-
cal first destination in vour search.
Whether or not vou will ultimately
purchase a watch through this site,
on any given day eBay will have
more versions of more watches than
any other destination—bricks-and-
mortar or online. Larer, we will con-
sider some of the specific hazards in
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Transformation: The Carrera on the upper left shows considerable wear,

t & very different look

purchasing watches through e¢Bay.
For the moment, however, we are
using eBay only as a reference twol.
We want to see the variations of a
particular model, to ger a feel for
what's offered and available, to re-
view the descriptions and to get
a teel tor prices. In this, there are
hardly any hazards ar all.

Check Online Dealer Sites: A

A replacement of the dial and restoration of the hands and case gives

search of online warch dealers will
rake you across a broad range of
dealers, from those who show hun-
dreds of warches and change their
listings on a daily basis, to dealers
who may list only a few watches at
a time. Search for dealers online via
Goorele or Yahoo or for ones who
advertise in watch publications.
Ower time vou will notice thar most
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