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A Collector’s History:

=

Chronographs

ntroduced in 1860, Heuer has
a long-standing reputation for
its I:]'LI'-;'::I'lv;'rf_-}r:-ip]'l:-'. and stOp-
watches. Indeed, over the decades

Heuer is the brand most close

associated with automobile race

and rally timing. In this two-part
series, [1“ Stein
tributor to International Watch
and authority on vintage Heu-
ers—takes us on a tour of Heu-
ers from the mid-1930s through
the mid-1980s, when Heuer was
acquired by the TAG group (giv-
ing rise to the TAG-Heuer era).
Stein presents this tour from the
collector’s perspective, breaking
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the watches down into their eras,
and commenting on the watches
that are likely to be of most inter-
est to collecrors.

In the Beginning

For most collectors, the mid-1930s
would mark the beginning of the
time span for which vintage Heuer
chronographs are currently avail-
able. Sure, Heuer produced sor

magnificent chronographs and
timers from 1860 through 1935,
but even the most diligent (and
well-funded) collector can hardly
expect to find a timepiece from
this period. Few of the enamel-

or porcelain-dialed chronographs
have survived intact; many of the
survivors have been “put away” in
collections or archives.

Two of the timepieces from the
early years that may be available are
the Micrograph and Semicrograph
stopwatches, the former timing to
1/100th of a second and the latrer
providing 1/50th of a second accu-
racy, with a split-second funcrion.
These stopwatches often do not
bear the “Heuer” name on the dial,
meaning that they can end up on a
table of “no-name” stopwatches, in
the back corner of the flea market
Or antigque store.
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PHROTO

The most covered Heuers
from the 19305 are the Flieger (pi-
lots) chronographs. Distinguished
by their rotating coin-edged be-
zels and two-register design, the
Fliegers were made in one-but-
ton and two-button models. The
one-button models came firse,
with a hinged back; the two-but-
ton models came later, and have a
snap-on back. With their time-in
[ time-out capability, the two-but-
ton models may be far more useful
(and will also be more valuable).
In 1933,

pair of timing devices that would

Heuer introduced a

provide the brand with one of its
legendary names and also provide
it with a niche in the auto-racing
world, which Heuer would domi-
nate for many years. The Autavia
was a | 2-hour stopwatch designed
to be mounted on the dashboard

of an automobile or the panel of

an airplane (thus the combination

of the words, “AUTomotive” and
“AVIAtion”).

Paired with the Hervue time-
of-day clock, the Autavia was man-
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ufactured for over 20 years, and was
the predecessor of the Monte Carlo
| 2-hour stopwatch, which was pro-
duced well into the 1980s.

The Post-War Era
Valjoux introduced its 72C move-
ment in [1946], and with that
movement, Heuer began to offer
triple calendar (day/date/month),
three-register chronographs.
Available in stainless steel,
karat gold or 18-karat
surprising number of these chro-

oold,

nographs have survived, and the
availability of most parts means
that many of the survivors can be
restored. Dials are usually white,
with the copper being rarer and
the black rarest of all.

In the early 1930s, Heuer
began a relationship with
Abercrombie & Fitch—the
American rerailer of rugeged
outdoor gear—which would
lead to the production of
some of Heuer’s most cov-

eted chronographs. Introduced in
1953, the Auto-Graph allowed
the rally driver or mavigator to
mark a desired speed with a color-
ful, blue-tipped hand, and then use
the chronograph second hand to
determine whether the pace was
oo slow, too fast, or right on the
mark. Heuer produced
unique chronograph in 1953—the
Abercrombie & Fitch Seafarer.
Also based on the Valjoux 72C

another

movement, the Seatarer replaced
the standard continuous seconds




dial (at the nine o'clock position)
with a colorful dial thar would
change daily to indicate the high
and low tides. This same dial
could also be used to mark the lu-
nar cycle (full moon/half-moon/
new moon), a feature of interest
to hunters and fishermen (and
romantics)! The Seafarer urilized
five different cases over its 25-year
life, with the first and last versions
also available in Heuer livery, as
the “Mareographe”.

In the late 1950s, Heuer fur-

ther developed its line of dash-

board timers to include the Master
Time (time-of-day clock), Monte
Carlo (12-hour stopwatch) Auto-
Rallye {60-minute stopwatch) and
Sebring (60-minute stopwartch
with split-second capability).
The Rally Master pair—consist-
ing of the Master Time clock and
the Monte Carlo 12-hour stop-
watch
equipment for the most success-
ful rally teams. Examine photos of

became almost standard

the 1950s and 60s rally cars, and
vou will often see these two time-
pieces adorning the dashboard.
For many chronograph enthusi-

asts, however, the crown jewel of

the dashboard timers was the Su-
per Autavia. The Super Autavia
was a full-chronograph, combin-
ing a time-of-day clock with a 30-
minute ﬂnru'ut:.‘h, with time-in /
time-out by way of a small button
in the crown and reset by a pusher
at one o'clock. Rally navigators
selected whatever combination
of timepieces was most useful to
their task; modern-day collectors
have a marked preference for the
Rally Master pairs (for their cars)
and the Super Autavias (for their

desks or showcases).

The Golden Age
(1962 through 1969)
As many racing enthusiasts con-
sider the 1960s to be the Golden
Age of automobile racing, col-
lectors of vintage chronographs

might consider the 1960s to be the
Golden Age of mechanical chro-
nographs. And just as the world of
automobile racing was dominated
by the “pairs” or rivals—Ferrari
and Ford, Clark and Hill, Mus-
tang and Camaro, Indianapolis
and Le Mans—so too, Heuer ad-
dressed the market with two of
the Autavia and the
Carrera. To this day, collectors

its legends

debate the merits of the two mod-
els. Autavia enthusiasts proclaim
the usefulness of the rotating be-
z¢] and the chronograph’s rugged
construction, especially for racing,
flying and diving. Carrera enthusi-
asts praise the simple beaury of the
design—start with a whiteboard,
and draw the simplest, cleanest
three-register chronograph, and
you will see the Carrera.

The Auravia chronograph was
introduced in 1962, the first Heu-
er chronograph to bear a model
name on its dial. Like Henry Ford
offered his Model T only in black,
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the Autavias of the 1960s were
uniform in their black dials and
white regi 1At
with three yles used from
1962 through 1969, the

ous applications {minutes; hours;

decimal minutes and tachymeter)
s black. Col-

Al li esf screw-
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lectors cherish the

back models, which featured
larger recorders and elegant dau-
phine hands.
the Autavias proudly stated that
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steel

case and bezel, and were guaran-

the watches had a stainless

teed waterproof to a depth of 330
feer (10 ATMS). Heuer switchex
to the snap-back models in 1967.
The most complex variation of
the manual-wind Auravias came
37, with the introduction

AT model. Yes, the dial

ed black
remained white, but the

bright red and blue of the
“Pepsi” bezel marked the

hours in a second time ti-

4an -.|. 1 ]'l'i.' reg I5TETS

mezone and gave this Au-
tavia a unique look.

Named afrer the M
can road race of the 19
(the Panamericana Carrera
de Mexico), the Carrera was
1963, Praised

for its clean lines and simple de-

introduced in

sign, the earliest Carreras were
available in two and three register
models, with the dials available in
il”. 1|"¢-]-|iT|.". i'||:|. .I-'li.'l'.'..l‘:.. o1 "a".'irl"l COn-
trasting registers (black-on-white
or white-on-black), which are

was available with rracks (marked
on the dial) for decimal minutes,
achymeter and pulsations. The
ailable with
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Carreras were also :
20 micron gold-plared
ing the watch a dressier look.
Two wversions of the 1960s
Carreras added a date feature—
first, the “Dato 45" offered a date
window on its 43-minute chrono-
graph; later the “Dato 12" brought
forward the Valjoux 72C from the
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19405, to offer a triple calendar
chronograph in either white-on-
white, white-on-black or black-
on-white combinations. As the
Autavia GMT is the highest form
of the 19

Carrera Dato 12 has become one

] ;"j'LI.I['q"l"."ii'l.:':-1 S0 LOO [].'I.'-.'

of the most coveted Carreras of
the 1960s.

In 1968, Heuer introduced
a third line of "named” chrono-
graphs—the Camaro. Literature
from the period proudly proclaims
that the Camaro features the lat-
est style trom Switzerland, the
“cushion” style. Variations fea-
tured black dials, whire dials and
contrasting register dials, with ei-

Autavia is ad-
d functions, and

Camaro offered a more mc
look, in a relatively compact case.
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In later years, the Camaro line
expanded to offer a variety of dial
configurations and movements,
gold-plated case.

In Part Two of this series, we
will start in 1969, with the in-

including

troduction of Heuer's automatic
aphs (the “Chronomat-

ics™), and conclude in the mid-
: with the Heuer chrono-

hs powered by the Lemania

5100 movements.

Market Update (August 2007)
Our vinrage
provides detailed information on
over 50 models of the vintage

Heuer Price Guide

Heuer chronographs. For those
wanting an “executive summary’
of current market conditions, we
ask the author of this Price Guide
some quick questions:

What’s Hot? The Monacos

]1::|.1|-"‘:." II"'L'L‘II ll'lL‘ SronNgest moOvers

over the last year, with the best
samples of the “McQueen” (blue
automatic with white registers)
moving from $5,000
$10,000.
Ing registers (black-on-white and

to almost

(_arreras ‘.'l-"i.'l'l"l COntrast-

white-on-black) have also been

version, it's also encouraging

the variety of automatic Autavias
that have either been added to the
list or moved up the list.

What's Not? In such a strong
market, it's difficult to point tw
any laggards. Two models that
didn't make their way into the
Price Guide, because we can't ex-

those that are included in the Price
Guide, the automatic Autavia
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GMT' don't seem to be keeping
up with the other models.

What About all Those *Vice-
roy” Autavias! The Viceroy Au-
tavias are so plentiful thar they
don't make the $1,5800 minimum,
but they have still shown solid ap-
preciation over the past year. Re-
member, Heuer was selling them
for $88, as part of a cigarette pro-
motion, and could hardly produce
them fast enough to keep up with
the redemptions. So the laws of
supply and demand continue to
work against any sudden increase
in the prices.

What's MNext? In terms of
the Heuers that seem poised to
increase in value, it may be time
for the manual-wind Carreras to
make a SIrONg mMowve. The best
ones have become scarce, and as
TAG Heuer continues to promote
the name “Carrera”, it 4|11]1_; LIS
natural the collectors will look
back o the origins of the species.
It also seems thae the wriple-calen-
dar chronographs may be due for
some appreciation. Among the
early ones, there are relatively few
survivors with good dials and those
that are well-preserved should be
moving up the list. The Carrera 12
[Daros from the 1960s have moved
up strongly, and there are reasons
to think that this momentum wil
continue. They really are great
looking timepieces.

What'’s Exciting for Heuer
Collectors? TAG-Heuer will he
opening their Museum in early
2008. When they open the doors,
it will be interesting to see what
we will see, that we haven't seen
before. It's exciting o see TAG
Heuer exploring its own ]1ir‘»tnr1.*.
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and drawing on this history to in-
spire new models and new tech-
nologies. The vinrage collectors
have so many ideas and “wish lists”
for TAG-Heuer's designers, it will
be exciting to see how the brand's
new models may address the pref-
erences of the “old-timers”.

What are the Fears for Col-
lectors! Other than the factors
that threaten all the collectible
markets (the global economy, in-
terest rates, recession, etc.), those
who collect the vintage Heuers are
concerned thart the rising prices are
motivating a new wave of fakes and
fraudsters. With Monacos reach-
ing the $10,000 mark, and Cal 12
movements plentiful, we can only
wonder when they will start mass
producing fake dials and cases.
With Chinese movements now
powering Bundeswehr look-alikes,
we must wonder why they don't go
after the marker for chronographs
selling at four times the price. The
quality of refinished Carrera dials

is also making it difficult for collec-
tors to have confidence about what
they are seeing.

Could Heuers Experience
an “Omegemania Effect”? The
impact of the April 2007 Ome-
gamania auction on the Omega
market was dramartic. With the
sudden surge in prices, many col-
lectors watched the market move
away from them, and with higher
prices for many models being sus-
tained, they are accepting the re-
ality that certain chronographs
may have moved beyond their
reach. Not knowing what the auc-
tion houses or TAG Heuer may be
planning, most real-world Heuer
collectors will remain happy with
stability and steady appreciation,
rather than the sudden movement
fueled by a global media event like
Omegamania. Still, many collec-
tors believe that the Heuer brand
could benefit from greater public-
ity regarding the brand’s history
and heritage. =
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